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Receiving a blood transfusion 

Most people know that if need be they can receive a blood transfusion with blood 

donated from The National Blood Service.  

 

However, due to advances in technology some patients may be able to have their 

own blood given back to them. This process is known as Intra-operative cell 

salvage. 

  

What is an alternative transfusion? 

Some types of surgeries are associated with a higher risk of bleeding. During the 

operation, this shed blood can be collected from the wound by a cell saver. The 

blood is then returned to the patient prior to leaving the operating theatre just like a 

normal blood transfusion. 
  

To whom is this service available? 
 

 Patients undergoing surgery with an anticipated amount of blood loss. 

 Patients with rare blood groups for whom it is difficult to obtain compatible 
blood. 

 Patients who due to religious beliefs are averse to receiving a blood 
donation. 

 Patients may receive a combination of their own blood and donated blood, 
depending on the size of the transfusion. 

 Occasionally this service may not be available. If this is a concern, please 
discuss this with your hospital clinician or midwife at your booking 
appointment? 

 
When is cell salvage not suitable for a patient? 
Most surgery does not result in a large amount of blood loss for many patients. 
Cell salvage is not recommended for some types of surgeries such as bowel 
surgery.   
  

Where can you get further information? 
You can ask your surgeon or the transfusion practitioner for further information on 
01923 436078 
 
For Jehovah’s Witness patients, they may ask for advice from their Hospital Liaison 
Committee, contact David Malyon on 01992 443 104 or Mobile 07913 341 816. 
  

 
 

 
 

1 


